HISTORY OF THE  NEW WOULD.

but presented him only with some fruits.   The governor
accepted of them amiably, but was very much surprised why
they did not bring him any gold; and through a Spanish
interpreter, who had had some intercourse with the Indians,
and had learnt their language tolerably, told them that he
had come to reveal to them something that would be of great
consolation to them.    When the dinner hour arrived he
invited them to dine with him, and seated them at his table,
together with the priest and the interpreter.    The Indian
chiefs eat very little, for there was nothing but fowls and
salt pork, a sort of food that they did not like at all; so that
the greater part of what was put before them they threw to
their servants, who were near the table seated on the ground;
and even they, laughing at such victuals, threw it to the
dogs.   When the banquet was finished, he began to discuss
matters of faith with his guests, and spoke in the following
tenor: " I am come to your country, my very dear brethren
and friends, to raise, you out of the idolatry in which, by the
inducement of the false devil, you have to the present hour
been shackled.    I intend to teach you the true path to the
salvation of your souls, and that Jesus Christ, the son of
God, our Saviour, descended from heaven and came down to
earth to redeem mankind.   That priest has come from Spam
for no other purpose than to teach you matters of faith in the
Christian religion, and to prepare your souls to submit your-
selves to so divine a law, and to obedience to the emperor
Charles V, king of Spain and monarch of the world.      Un
hearing this discourse the Indian chiefs answered not a word;
they only bowed their heads as if they assented to every-
thing; they then rose from the table and went to their

honies.1

The following day the governor sent a Spaniard, accom-

Such speeches as the above, even if comprehended
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